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INTRODUCTION

Cyprus is a small country with a long history and a rich culture. It is not
surprising that UNESCO included the Pafos antiquities, Choirokoitia and ten
of the Byzantine period churches of Troodos in its list of World Heritage
Sites.

The aim of this publication is to help visitors discover the cultural heritage
of Cyprus. The qualified personnel at any Information Office of the Cyprus
Tourism Organisation (CTO) are happy to help organise your visit in the best
possible way. Parallel to answering questions and enquiries, the Cyprus
Tourism Organisation provides, free of charge, a wide range of publications,
maps and other information material. Some Information Offices house
easy-to-use digital info display screens. Additional information is available at
the CTO website: www.visitcyprus.com

It is an unfortunate reality that a large part of the
island’s cultural heritage has since July 1974 been under
Turkish occupation. This heritage has been subjected to
severe damage. The occupation force has been
systematically trying to alter the demography and
cultural identity of the area under their occupation.

ONIO M,
W oy,
& <

SO+
“monpin- *

&
W

y &
Toe s ppra™

1. The archaeological site of Choirokoitia
2. Ancient Kourion

3. Agios Nikolaos tis Stegis, Kakopetria
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CYPRUS

10000 years of history and civilisation

A country’s cultural heritage is the most important living
treasure of its people. It is through this that its identity can
be expressed and an awareness of its historical continuity
through time can be created. Cyprus is the third largest island
in the Mediterranean. It is situated at the crossroads of three
continents — Europe, Asia and Africa. This geographic position
has since antiquity played an important part in the island’s
turbulent history. Its prehistoric age inhabitants were joined
by the Mycenaean Greeks 3500 years ago, who introduced
and established their civilisation, thus permanently instilling
the island’s Greek roots. Many other cultures followed since

. L then, including Phoenicians, Assyrians, Franks, Venetians,
Kourion Ancient Theatre Ottomans, British, all leaving behind visible traces of their
passage.

On this island once walked Christ’s apostles. The splendour of the Byzantine Empire for many
centuries encapsulated Cyprus. The island is an open air museum, where one can visit prehistoric
settlements, classical Greek temples, Roman theatres and villas, early Christian basilicas,
Byzantine churches and monasteries, Crusader castles, Gothic cathedrals, Venetian fortifications,
Moslem mosques and British colonial-style buildings.

In the villages one can still observe old ways of life, customs and traditions. Here, festivities
whose origins hark back to the depths of antiquity are still being celebrated. These include
Carnival and the Flower Festivals. Aphrodite, the ancient Greek Olympian goddess of beauty and
love, who according to mythology was born on the island, still roams her beloved Pafos and the
“Sweet land of Cyprus”, omnipresent in the bright atmosphere, the beauty of the landscape and
the charm of the local people. At Kouklia, where once stood her great temple, now stands a
church fittingly known as the church of “Panagia Aphroditissa”.

The immortal verses of the ancient Greek playwrights still reverberate on a balmy summer
evening at the ancient theatre of Kourion and the Pafos Odeion, where classical Greek plays are
regularly staged. And in the month of September, wine flows copiously and the spirit of
Dionysos, the Greek god of wine and well-being, lives on throughout the duration of the Wine
Festival. Popular medieval songs can still be heard on the island reviving the legends of Digenis,
the invincible folk hero of the Byzantine era and the unfettered Rigaina, the beautiful Amazonian
gueen. Cyprus, as the easternmost part of Europe, constitutes a cultural bridge between people
of different religions, cultures and ways of life.
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THE HISTORY OF

CYPRUS

8200 - 1050 BC

Prehistoric Age

The very first signs of permanent settlement in Cyprus date from the
Neolithic age (8200-3800 BC). While copper is mined in small quantities
during the next period, the Chalcolithic (3800-2400 BC) age, this brings
about only minor changes in the way of life of the people. In both the
Neolithic and the Chalcolithic ages the Cypriots lived in single room
dwellings, used stone tools and vessels, made jewellery out of picrolite, ate
fish, cereals, lamb and goat’s meat and buried their dead within their
settlements. The earliest pottery found dates back to the 5th millennia BC.

The first significant cultural changes affecting all aspects of society took
place around 2400-2200 BC, towards the end of the Chalcolithic age and
at the beginning of the Early Bronze age. Instead of building cylindrically-
shaped dwellings, people began to construct multi-room oblong structures,
started to process copper in jewellery, applied the plough for agriculture
and began to bury their dead in organised cemeteries. Despite the fact that
these developments contributed to the economic growth that occurred
both during the Early (2400-1900 BC) and Middle (1900-1650 BC) Bronze
age periods, people still lived in small hinterland villages. Communication
and trade with the surrounding Mediterranean lands was limited.

The Late Bronze age (1650-1050 BC) was the first period of prehistoric
Cyprus when tangible and irrefutable evidence exists that a number of
significant developments occurred. These include the establishment of
coastal towns, intensive mining of copper and other metals, development
of a writing script, contact and trade with the neighbouring regions of Egypt,
the Middle East, the Aegean and the wider Eastern Mediterranean area.

From the latter part of the 13th century BC successive waves of mainland
Greeks begin to settle in Cyprus. Hence, Mycenaean pottery is imported
in great quantities from the Aegean (Greece) and used extensively, both in
everyday life as well as for religious ceremonies. Later it is reproduced
locally and incorporated in the island’s ceramic tradition.

1. Stone container, Neolithic age

2. Human figure idol, Chalcolithic age

3, 4. Plank-shaped figures, Early-Middle
Bronze age

5. White slip pottery, Late Bronze age

6. Bronze figurine of the ‘Horned God’,
Late Bronze age
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1050 - 480 BC

Historic Times: Geometric and Archaic Periods

Two major developments marked the transition from the Prehistoric
age to Historic periods — the first was political and the second
technological.

The first major development was the establishment of new city-
kingdoms. Up until the 11th century BC, all the large cities of the Late
Bronze age had been destroyed by natural causes, possibly earthquakes.
Folk tales that the new towns were created by heroes of the Trojan War
on their return from the conflict correlate to historical facts, namely the
last wave of Achaean Greek settlement, which led to the eventual
hellenisation of Cyprus, with the adoption of Greek culture and
language. From the 10th century BC onwards the ties between Cyprus
and Greek islands such as Evia and Crete became particularly close.

The second major development was the use of iron in metallurgy,
which marked the start of a new era, the Iron age. At first iron was
used only in jewellery, but it gradually replaced copper in tool making.
The Iron age includes the Geometric period, in view of the fact that
geometrical motifs were mainly used in decorating
pottery. This period coincided with the arrival of the
Geometric and Archaic period pottery Phoenicians in Cyprus and their colonisation of the large
coastal Mycenaean city of Kition. Typical Phoenician
black-on-red colour pottery was introduced and later
produced locally on the island.

The beginning of the next period, the Archaic period (750-480 BC), was marked
by the subjugation of Cyprus to the Assyrians. During this period, the Cypriot city-
kingdoms of Salamis, Kition, Amathous, Kourion, Idalion, Palaipafos, Marion, Soloi
and Tamassos remained independent for as long as they were in a position to pay
a subjugation tax to the Assyrian ruler. After the rule of the Assyrian hegemony,
the Egyptian Pharach Amasis took over Cyprus. Typical of this period were the
strong Greek and eastern influences evident in all aspects of life, more so in art
and religion.

The ancient city-kingdom
of Kition
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480 BC - 330 AD

Classical, Hellenistic and Roman Periods

During the Classical period (480-310 BC) Cyprus found itself in the middle of the
Greco-Persian Wars. The Greek strategy was to drive the Persians off all Greek
lands, including Cyprus, where they succeeded just for a short period, between 450
and 449 BC, when the Athenian fleet led by Kimon took over Marion, liberated
Soloi and besieged Kition.

Despite this, Cyprus did eventually become part of the Persian Empire, though still
maintaining its independence to a large degree. During the rule of Evagoras of
Salamis (411-374 BC) Cyprus developed into one of the most important political
and cultural centres of the Hellenistic world. Evagoras rebelled against the Persians,
but after a lengthy war was forced to sign a peace treaty with Persia. Throughout

A =

Persian rule, Greek influences on Cyprus were very strong. Deities of the Greek Marble head of Aphrodite,

pantheon were introduced and Greek artists were assigned to create the seals of
the coins to be minted for use by the Cypriot city-kingdoms.

Persian rule came to an end during the Hellenistic period (310-30 BC) during

Alexander the Great’s campaign to the East. After Alexander’s death, Ptolemy, one of his
successors, became ruler of the island. Strong influences of Alexandria, the capital of the new
Ptolemaic kingdom of Egypt, are evident in all areas of art, such as sculpture, ceramics and
statuette making. During the Ptolemaic period Cyprus was mainly used as a military base. The
Ptolemies exploited the island’s natural resources, such as copper, timber for the construction of
ships, olives and wheat.

The Romans, who conquered Cyprus after the Ptolemies, mainly exploited its copper mines.
Although the Roman period proper is said to have begun in 58 BC, Cyprus did not come under
Roman rule until 30 BC. During the Roman period (30 BC-330 AD), the name of Cyprus became
synonymous with the Latin equivalent name for copper (cuprum). Under Roman rule, as a result
of trade Cyprus enjoyed a three hundred year period of economic growth. One of the main
exports at the time was decorative Cypriot pottery. Cypriot jewellery and glassware copied the
decorative styles of Roman craft shops. At the start of the Roman period burial tombs were
particularly rich, often containing exquisite golden jewellery and crafted glassware.

A landmark in the history of Cyprus during the Roman period was the conversion of the island
to Christianity by the Apostles Paul and Barnabas, starting in 45 AD.

Salamis

THE HISTORY OF CYPRUS W= 2=




Silver plate, Lambousa, 7th century

330-1191

Byzantine Period

In 330 AD the capital of the Roman Empire was moved from Rome to
Constantinople. Christianity was declared the official religion of the state. In
395 AD the Roman Empire was split into the Western Roman Empire and the
Eastern Roman Empire. The Eastern part, also known as the Byzantine Empire,
included Cyprus, from the 4th to the 12th centuries. During the Early
Christian-Early Byzantine period, between the 4th and 7th centuries, the
church of Cyprus succeeded with great effort to remain autocephalous, fully
independent and to increase its influence considerably. In 488 AD Byzantine
Emperor Zeno accorded the Archbishop of Cyprus and his successors the
privileges of wearing a purple cloak during official ceremonies, holding an
imperial sceptre and signing in red ink. Archbishop Anthemios, wishing to
express his gratitude to the Emperor for ratifying that the Church of Cyprus
would be autocephalous, presented him St. Barnabas’ manuscript of St.
Mathew’s Gospel, which Archbishop Anthemios had discovered in the
Apostle’s tomb near Salamis. A monastery dedicated to St. Barnabas was
erected on the spot where his tomb was discovered. St. Barnabas is
considered to be the founder of the Church of Cyprus.

Peace prevailed in Cyprus during the first centuries of the
Byzantine period. New cities sprung up, while others were
abandoned as a result of major destructive earthquakes. The
capital of Cyprus was moved from Pafos to Salamis-Constantia,
near which the town of Arsinoe-Famagusta developed from the
7th century. Amathous remained an important centre since
Roman times, while a new city was established nearby, Neapolis
or Nemesos, later becoming Lemesos, in the Frankish period.
The old city of Ledra was replaced by Lefkosia (Nicosia), which
eventually became the capital of Cyprus sometime between the
11th and 12th century.

The silk industry, which the Byzantines introduced clandestinely
from China, originally developed in the 6th century and grew
to become one of the most lucrative handicrafts on the island.
The shipbuilding yards of Cyprus continued to produce wooden
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1.Panagia Asinou, Nikitari
2. Panagia tou Araka, Lagoudera

3. Agia Marina, Pedoulas
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ships on a large scale, while an aqueduct was built in Salamis, funded by the
Byzantine Emperor Heraklios. The silver and goldsmith industries flourished, as
evidenced by precious plates with depictions of the life of David, part of the
discovered treasure of Lambousa (Lapithos). The plates are now exhibited in the
Cyprus Museum in Lefkosia (Nicosia), while other objects from the collection are
housed in the British Museum and the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York.

oy

Ecclesiastical art flourished in Cyprus, adopting elements from the Greco-Roman
tradition, as well as eastern elements. The island’s first churches were built based
on the Roman basilica model of an elongated oblong area, divided by a row of
columns into archways and aisles. As time went by domes and arches were added
and various types developed around the shape of a cross. The most important
examples of architecture during this period are the early Christian wooden-roofed
basilicas decorated with frescoes. The most important ones are those of Lambousa,
Agia Kyriaki (Chrysospiliotissa) at Kato Pafos, Kambanopetra in Constantia, Agia
Triada in Gialousa, Panagia Kanakaria in the Karpas peninsula, Kourion and Agios
Georgios in Pegeia. Three rare mosaics that still survive inside the apses of three
early Christian basilicas depict the artistic connection between Cyprus and
Constantinople. The oldest of the three mosaics was the one in the apse of the
now occupied church of Kanakaria in the Karpas peninsula, the one in the best
condition is found in the apse of the church of Panagia Angeloktisti at Kiti, while
the third is in the ‘Church of the Lady’, in the occupied village of Livadia, near
Famagusta. The basilicas were destroyed by the Arab raids that took place between
the 7th and 10th centuries, but the mosaics were spared because they were
incorporated into subsequent churches.

Cyprus acquired particular importance to Byzantium and to Islam in the 7th
century as a result of the conflict between the powers of the time. The Arab raids
against Cyprus began in 648-649 AD and continued until 965 AD, when Emperor
Nicephorus Il Phocas finally defeated them. Up until the 12th century the
Byzantines built castles and fortifications along the Pentadaktylos mountain range
at St Hilarion, Voufavento and Kantara, as well as the monasteries at Kykkos,
Machairas and Agios Neophytos.
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1192 - 1489

Frankish Period

In 1191, the king of England, Richard the Lionheart, foresaw the strategic
importance of Cyprus as a base for supplying the forces taking part in the Third
Crusade, and conquered the island. In Cyprus Richard married his fiancée
Berengaria of Navarre, who was accompanying him, and crowned her Queen
of England. Realising how difficult it would be to maintain control of the island,
Richard sold it to the Knights Templars, who handed it back, following a local
uprising on the island. Richard then finally sold Cyprus to the former king of
the Latin state of Jerusalem, French nobleman Guy de Lusignan, founder of the
Lusignan dynasty of kings and queens in Cyprus, whose family originated from
Poitier in France. Frankish rule of Cyprus, known as the Lusignan period, lasted
for three centuries (1192-1489). The governing regime in Cyprus became feudal
and the Catholic church was instated as the official institution of the state. In
1291, after the fall of Acre (Latin kingdom of Jerusalem) to the Mamelukes of
Egypt, Cyprus remained the sole bastion of Christianity in the East, as well as
the most important trading post in the Eastern Mediterranean. The granting by
the Frankish kings of commerce privileges to powerful trading cities of the
West, such as Venice and Genoa gave rise to conflict between the Western
powers as to who would prevail over Cyprus. This had a detrimental political
and economic effect on the island.

The 14th century saw great commercial and economic activity in Cyprus. The
capital of the island Lefkosia (Nicosia) and the coastal city of Famagusta grew
into large urban centres with considerable trading activity. During the Middle
Ages, Cyprus produced and exported high quality sugar, excellent wine and
other fine agricultural products. At the same time the weaving and lace
industries flourished. Another growing industry was the production of glazed
ceramic ware, both for local as well as for export needs.

The gothic monuments that survive from the Frankish period consist mainly of
places of worship and castles that combine Byzantine and western elements.
The church of Agia Sofia in Lefkosia (Nicosia), St Nicholas cathedral in
Famagusta and the Abbey of Belapais are just some of the better known
structures.
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1489 - 1571

The Venetians in Cyprus

The last queen of Cyprus, Caterina Cornaro, wife of King James
Il and sister of Venetian nobleman Andreas Cornaro ceded the
island to Venice in 1489, whereupon Cyprus became part of “the
Most Serene Republic” of Venice. This resulted in the definitive
ousting of the Genoans from the island and the prevalence of
Venetian rule. Venice’s main aim was to secure a firm hold of
Cyprus that would allow the unimpeded movement and supply
of Venetian ships in the Eastern Mediterranean.

The main agricultural products that the island exported were
wheat, barley, sugar, cotton, wine and olive oil. The main
cottage industry was textiles, while at the same time lace was
beginning to be produced in the village of Lefkara. Most exports
were shipped out of the port of Famagusta. Towards the end of
Venetian rule, Larnaka became the most important port of
Cyprus, from where salt was exported. The port of Lemesos
(Limassol) also started to develop at this time.

When the Ottomans conguered the island of Rhodes in 1522, the
Venetians were alerted to the danger of losing Cyprus. Hence
they built fortifying walls around Lefkosia (Nicosia) and
strengthened the existing walls of Famagusta, on whose sea side
stood the tower of Othello, known from the Shakespeare
tragedy.

1. Famagusta gate, Lefkosia

2. Venetian walls, Lefkosia
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1571 -1878

Cyprus becomes part of the Ottoman Empire

1. Hala Sultan Tekkesi, Larnaka salt lake

2. The house of Chatzigeorgakis Kornesios, Lefkosia
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The period of Ottoman rule in Cyprus began with
the fall of Famagusta in 1571. The Latins were
expelled from the island and a Moslem
community was established in Cyprus for the first
time. Privileges were given to the Orthodox
church of Cyprus from the beginning of Ottoman
rule, giving it not just religious authority but also
political authority.

Cyprus went through hard times during Ottoman
rule. The contribution of the Greek Cypriots to
the Greek War of Independence in 1821 resulted
in the execution of Cyprus Archbishop Kyprianos,
three of his bishops and about 470 clerics and
laymen.

Since the early 18th century, there took place a
positive social and economic resurgence in the
lives of Greek Cypriots and Greeks, alongside the
parallel decline of the Ottoman Empire. The
trading activities of Europeans in the coastal
towns of Cyprus and the establishment of foreign
consular offices in Larnaka marked the start of a
change in the social fabric of the island, from
agricultural and semi-feudal as it was in previous
periods, to semi-urban in the coastal towns. This
social change was strengthened by the close
contacts of the Greeks of Cyprus with the newly
independent Greek state that emerged after the
Greek War of Independence. These first urbanised
townsfolk began to express the first strong
nationalist sentiments.



1878 - 1960

British rule

In 1878, under a secret treaty established between Great Britain
and the Ottomans, Cyprus was ceded to the former. Despite early
expectations of Cypriots that there would be substantial changes
in their political, economic and social lives and that their desire
for union of Cyprus with Greece would be fulfilled, these did not
materialise. Greek Cypriot disappointment with British colonial
rule together with the prevailing economic recession, led to the
uprising events of October 1931. These events resulted in even
harsher colonial measures being imposed by the British.

The Greeks of Cyprus continued to press on with their demand
for national restitution and union with Greece but the British
government continued to reject it. On 15 January 1950 a
referendum on union with Greece was held, in which 95,7% of
Greek Cypriots voted in favour. The referendum outcome had no
effect on the British stance. On 20 October 1950 Bishop of Kition
Makarios 111 was elected as Archbishop. The political deadlock the
Greek Cypriots faced led to the waging of the national liberation
anticolonial struggle of 1955-59, by the National Organisation of
Cypriot Fighters (EOKA). The struggle resulted in the ending of
British rule, but not to union with Greece.
The Zurich-London Agreements led to the
establishment of the independent Republic
of Cyprus. On 13 December 1959
Archbishop Makarios 1l was elected first
President of the Republic and Dr Fazil
Kutchuk first Vice President.

VPRS2

Presidential palace, Lefkosia
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1960 - today

The Republic of Cyprus, the”Turkish invasion,
European Union entry

The Republic of Cyprus was proclaimed on 16 August 1960. The island
became a member of the United Nations, the Commonwealth, the Council
of Europe and the Non-Aligned Movement. On the basis of the Zurich-
London agreements Britain maintained two sovereign military bases on the
island with a total combined area of 158,4 square kilometres, consisting of
Dhekelia to the east of Larnaka and Akrotiri-Episkopi near Lemesos
(Limassol). Two treaties were signed as part of the Zurich-London
agreements, the Treaty of Alliance and the Treaty of Guarantee. The latter
gave the right to the three guarantor powers, Britain, Turkey and Greece,
to take action in the event that the provisions of the Treaty were violated.

Although the Cyprus constitution safeguarded the basic rights and freedoms
of all its citizens, it contained community provisions that made it complex
and non-workable. In 1963 the President of the Republic proposed
constitutional amendments which both the Turkish Cypriot community
leadership and Turkey rejected. The Turkish Cypriots withdrew from the
government and proceeded to set up an illegal “Temporary Turkish Cypriot
Adminstration”. As a result of subsequent inter-communal conflict that ensued
at the beginning of 1964, a United Nations Security Council resolution
established a U.N Peace Keeping Force in Cyprus.

Monument to Liberty, Lefkosia

In 1974 the military junta ruling Greece at the time staged a military coup in Cyprus aiming at
the overthrow of elected President Makarios. Turkey used the coup as a pretext to invade
militarily the island on 20 July 1974 and occupy 37% of the territory of the Republic of Cyprus,
displacing about 200000 Greek Cypriots from the occupied northern part of the island. Despite
international condemnation of Turkey and the acknowledgement of the rights of the Cypriot
people drafted in various resolutions issued by the United Nations, the Security Council, the
Commonwealth Council, the Non-Aligned Movement and other international organisations,
Turkish troops still illegally occupy the northern part of Cyprus. On 1 May 2004, with its northern
part still under occupation, Cyprus became a full member of the European Union. The accession
act included a protocol which states that implementation of the acquis communautaire on the
areas not controlled by the Cyprus government (as a result of the Turkish invasion) is suspended.
This suspension will be removed as soon as the Cyprus problem is solved. Efforts and
negotiations to find a just and functional solution to the Cyprus problem are continuing.
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MUSEUM OF THE GEORGE AND NEFELI GIABRA (Pierides Collection)
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Donated by Clio and Solon Triantafyllides
Phaneromenis 86-90 The museum presents one of the most

important  collections of Greek
Mycenaean pottery. Due to the wide-

Open all year round spread export of this pottery style
Monday-Friday: 10:00-17:00 especially in the Eastern Mediterranean,
Closed during public holidays such pottery was reproduced locally in
other regions such as in Cyprus and in
Syria. Of special significance is a unique
anthropomorphic vessel. The collection
is enriched by white slip pottery and base ring pottery, two typical styles of pottery
from the Late Bronze age in Cyprus. The richest part of the collection consists of
limestone sculptures from the 6th century BC to the Hellenistic period. The museum
is linked with the Aphrodite Cultural Route.

Tel: 22677134

Entrance free

FANEROMENI CHURCH

Onasagorou Street, within the old city o o .
Built in 1872 within the old city walls,

Faneromeni church is one of the largest
churches of Lefkosia (Nicosia). The marble mausoleum to the east of the church
contains the relics of the bishops and priests executed by the Ottomans in 1821.
Opposite the church is the school of Faneromeni, one of the most historic academic
institutions in Cyprus.

STAVROS TOU MISSIRIKOU CHURCH

Lefkonos Street

Near Faneromeni church Stavros tou Missirikou is a medieval

Orthodox church converted into a

mosque when Cyprus was taken over
by the Ottomans in 1571. Originally built in the first half of the 16th century, it is
a Frankish building whose architectural style is a blend of Byzantine, Gothic and
Italian renaissance elements. It was named after the Frankish King of Cyprus Henry
Il (Monsieur Erikou), who reigned from 1285 to 1324.

TRYPIOTIS CHURCH

Solonos Steet, near Laiki Geitonia ) ) )
Built by Archbishop Germanos Il in

1695, it is an example of Franco-
Byzantine style architecture. The interior of the church is rich, with an unusually
wide icon-stand and silver-plated icons.

CYPRUS POSTAL MUSEUM

Agiou Savva 3B Street, Laiki Geitonia

The museum has a collection of Cyprus
Tel: 22760522, 22304711

stamps from 1880 until today. The
Monday-Friday: 09:00-15:00 collection is accompanied by a display
Saturday: 09:00-13:00 of objects related to the history of the
For organised groups, island’s Postal Services.
the museum can be opened on Sundays

Entrance free

_ S



Outside the walls

CYPRUS HANDICRAFT CENTRE

The Cyprus Handicraft Centre has
workshops and an outlet for producing
and selling traditional folk art and crafts
such as pottery, basketry, copperware,
wood-carving, embroidery and lace.

Leoforos Athalassas 186

Tel: 22305024

Workshops opening hours:
Monday-Friday: 07:30-14:30
Thursday afternoons: 15:00-18:00
(except July and August)

The outlet is open during normal
shopping hours

CYPRUS POLICE MUSEUM

The museum was originally founded
in 1933 during British colonial times
as a Criminal Museum by the then
British Chief of Police of the colonial
government.

A substantial part of the museum is
dedicated to the history of the Cyprus

Evangelou Floraki
Within the Police Headquarters building

Tel. 22808793

Opening Hours
Monday to Friday: 08:00-14:00

Entrance free

Police Force, from the British period up to the present time. The visitor can see uniforms, arms,
equipment and police vehicles, as well as musical instruments, photographs and documents of
the Police Band. The Museum also houses objects and documents from the Second World War

and the1955-59 Liberation Struggle.

MUSEUM ON THE HISTORY OF CYPRIOT COINAGE

The  museum
collections trace
the develop-
ment of Cypriot

coinage from the

6th century BC to
today. Two thousand six hundred years
of turbulent Cypriot history portrayed
through the display of 370 coins. The
collections are divided into nine time
periods and are an important source of
information on Cyprus’ numismatic
history. The museum is linked to the
Aphrodite Cultural Route.

STATE GALLERY OF CONTEMPORARY CYPRIOT ART

Stasinou 51
Agia Paraskevi Bank of Cyprus
Headquarters

Tel: 22677134

Monday-Friday: 08:30-13:30
September - April: Monday: 08:30-
17:00

Closed during public holidays

Entrance free

APPoAITH

The gallery is housed in a restored
building. The collections consist of
paintings and sculptures by 20th
century Cypriot artists.

Corner Leoforos Stasinou & Kritis Street
Tel: 22458228

Open all the year round
Monday - Friday: 10:00-16:45
Saturday: 10:00-12:45

Entrance free

LEFKOSIA




